First lawsuit filed for
a Legionnaires’ victim

from the Opera House Hotel,

source of a Legionnaires’ disease
outbreak that killed a dozen peo-
ple and sickened 128 more.

He is also suing the hotel’s cor-

porate parent, the Empire Hotel :
: strate our tank is clean. We have

Group LLC.

Personal injury attorney Ron :
Katter said he filed a case in
: from day one, and have looked to
. be helpful to families where we

Bronx Supreme Court on Thurs-
day — the same day city officials

declared the outbreak over — on :
behalf of Leslie Noble, 56, a secu- :
rity guard who lives on Southern

Boulevard in the borough.

She was infected with Legion-
naires’ and wound up spending :
almost a week in Mount Sinai :

Hospital in July.

Katter said he plans to file an-
other case by the end of the :
week and has another two cases

in the pipeline.

After an intensive investiga- '
tion, city officials said the Le- :
gionella bacteria emanated from :

i the rooftop cooling towers of the
i hotel, located at 436 E. 149th St.
¢ in the Bronx.

A Manhattan attorney has :
filed what he believes to be the :
first lawsuit seeking damages :
: was consistent with the new regu-
identified by the city as the :
: now putting into place,” Michael
: McKeon, spokesman for the
i Opera House Hotel said in a state-
i ment. “We cooperated fully to re-

“Our tower was just two years
old, has the most modern technol-
ogy and our maintenance plan

lations the City and State are just

solve this matter and tests demon-
kept those impacted by the dis-
ease in our thoughts and prayers

can.” — AMNEWYORK



